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even get off the starting block to live out this
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o If we don’t know what it means to love, we can’t

A. Is love a duty?
« God has called us to love His woman.
B.Is love a desire?

« Yes, you should desire God’s woman! It Is nhever merely a duty to
be her husband.
- But Is desire the key? The answer Is no.

- While desire for your wife is a good thing, is love the same as

“wanting” her? Couldn’t you want her for all the wrong reasons?
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o If we don’t know what it means to love, we can’t

C. A working definition of love... Love Is acting in another’s

best interests.
- The key to loving someone well is wanting the best for them.

This raises three questions:
1. What does acting in another’s best interests look like?
- SImply put: love means sacrifice.
2. Who defines the best interests of God’s woman?
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- Well, she i1s God’s woman; He designed and created her.
Genesis 2:22: “And the rib that the Lord God had taken
from the man he made into a woman and brought her to

the man.”
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If we don’t know what it means to love, we can’t
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- Well, she is God’s woman; He designed and created her.
Genesis 2:22: “And the rib that the Lord God had taken
from the man he made into a woman and brought her to

the man.”
- Therefore God defines what is in her best interests, not you,

not her, and not the culture.
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e You best love and protect God’s woman when

you partner with her.

A. To understand the importance and nature of our

partnership with our wives, we must go back to creation.

- Before man ever fell into sin he had a problem. We learn in
Genesis 2 that it was not good for man to be alone.

- Men think that being alone and independent is a virtue, but it’s
not. The Bible teaches us that men face real dangers when they

Isolate themselves.
1. We become selfish; “he seeks his own desire...”
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e You best love and protect God’s woman when

you partner with her. coninveo..

 If being isolated produces selfishness, then we should be

careful not to go at life alone.

2. We lack wisdom:; “he breaks out against all sound judgment.”

« The Bible teaches that isolation breeds selfishness and

foolishness.
B. God provides a solution for man’s problem.
« God’s solution comes Iin the form of a partner. God makes

womanhn to be man’s partner.
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e You best love and protect God’s woman when

you partner with her. coninveo..

« She Is God’s gift that He brings to you. That means to ignore,
resent, or not appreciate your wife as your partner is rejecting

God’s design and despising His gift.
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e God’s provision of a partner has three faces:

A. As your partner, she is your companion.

- As your companion, this means you do life together.

B. As your partner, she is your complement.

- Her differences are complementary, meaning God intends them to
assist you. She is your helper.

C. As your partner, she is your co-heir.

- God has gifted you with His daughter and made her His heir. She
IS your King’s princess.

. Every father/king wants his daughter/princess treated with
dignity and honor.
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o Your part of the partnership is to provide the

loving leadership God has assigned to you.

A. As her partner, you are her complement. You are her

loving leader who serves her.

- God has given men a masculine mandate; man is called to love
and protect the woman in his life. This is called male headship.

- Male headship should reflect godly leadership, something every
man must live up to.

- Godly leadership is never portrayed in Scripture as a means for
self-satisfaction or self- exaltation. Godly leadership is always
other-focused.
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o Your part of the partnership is to provide the
loving leadership God has assigned to you. conines..

« For example, husbands are never commanded to rule their wives,

but to love them (Ephesians 5:25).
- Godly leadership 1s more a responsibility than a right; godly

leadership is the authority to serve.
B. When you fulfill your role as a godly leader, you bless and

esteem your wife.
« Your loving and sacrificial leadership will yield great fruit in her
life. What are some of the fruits of loving leadership?
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O Your part of the partnership is to provide the

loving leadership God has assigned to you. conines..

- Your wife Is provided and cared for.

« Your wife Is protected and made secure.
- Your wife is pointed to Christ in love and compassion.

- Your wife i1s healed of wounds and given hope.
C.When you realize that you have been blessed with a

partner, you get to rejoice.
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